NINN-\PN NYI9

The nav 'ny after mentioning the v) of the oil that took place in the w1pnn m3, says that the
o»on declared 992 1o as a Yom Tov 9505y minD, to give thanks. The ') however, does not
make any mention of ™ npd>TNn, lighting the menorah. This seems strange. One would
think that the primary msn on nonn is lighting the menorah. Why doesn’t the 'n) make any
mention of it?

We find in halacha that great importance is given to 7 np5Tn. One must sell the clothes
off his back in order to be able to light. If one had to choose between M) np51n or wine for
Kiddush, lighting takes precedence. The reason for this is because nown has the element of
ND” MMDI9, publicizing the ©). The Alter of Kelm (D »© 901 N1noN) explains that the whole
purpose of lighting the menorah is to remind us to think about the great miracles that took
place and to reflect upon them. It is compared to someone making a note to remind him of
something. To just remember about the note and not do what it is reminding him to do,
would defeat the whole purpose of the reminder. Similarly, to merely light the 7 and not
to think of the ©v) that Hashem did would be lacking the spirit of the mitzvah of nown. This
is why the ') doesn’t mention the mxn of M7 NPOTN. Once the ') tells us that Nown is a
Yom Tov of 590>y myminD, there is no need to say more. The entire purpose of lighting the
menorah is merely a reminder of the ©©) of N51N so we can give thanks to Hashem.

The miracles that we are giving nNNTW or thanks took place in the days of the ox»wn.
However, it is also for the many miracles that Hashem does for us in our days, as we say in
DT, NNIY DY D0av PO O, The (X2 "9) 'am says that from the open miracles we realize
and appreciate that everything is a miracle. When we light the nn we remember all the
D) that Hashem does for us. This is will be Py our NN that everything comes from
Hashem and will bring us closer to Him.

Have a good Shabbos and a freilichen Chanukah.
Rabbi Yitzchok Davis
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