NIN) DY99

[ 0N NN XD D MY 2Py’ INY PHS? DX DNIAN DN NINY

Y9 brings a w370 that Hashem criticized and rebuked nwn for complaining in last week’s Parsha
that the plight of the Jews instead of getting better had gotten worse. Hashem told nwn that
whenever | spoke toon7an , pnY> and apy», they never complained or doubted me, but with you,
NWN, as soon as | appointed you as a leader you began questioning me. This w7711 seems difficult
to understand. How can we compare the maN to the present situation? The max when it came
to their personal hardships accepted their suffering with love. nvn, however, was complaining
on behalf of the Y55. nwn in his capacity as the leader of SN 595 could not witness the
suffering of his people and remain silent. What then was the criticism lodged against nwn?

Rav Yaakov Neiman Y"Sv (90w 097), explains that nwn was not criticized for crying out to
Hashem about their troubles, rather it was for what he said. nvn had said nn oy> myan Nnd,
why did You make it bad for the people. hvn referred to the suffering of the Jews as an
expression of ¥, bad. For this he was criticized. The maN recognized that 2V5 NN YT NN DD
T2y, everything Hashem does is for the good. There is no element of bad in the ways of
Hashem, and were able to accept all that came their way. By referring to their suffering as ¥,
NN was in essence questioning the behavior of N"apn as being bad. This is the meaning of the
709 in the beginning of the Parsha, 'n X YON 9N NWN DX PN 92, OPWN refers to N
P19, judgment, and 'N refers to ©»NIN NN, compassion. Hashem was telling nwn that even nn
Y10 which may seem bad is really o»n9; it’s all for our benefit.

When qo» was sold down to 010, the Torah relates that those merchants were selling sweet
smelling spices. Even at a time when things looked like they were going very bad for qo», there
was a small silver lining to show qo» that Hashem was with him and all his suffering was for his
benefit. We too, if we look closely enough, can recognize that even the difficult times are really
omnA and are for our benefit. Having this perspective will surely help us deal with any situation
we may find ourselves.

Have a good Shabbos.
Rabbi Yitzchok Davis
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